BEFORE THE SOUTH CARCLINA STATE BEQARD OF EDUCATIDN

In the Matter of the Suspension

of the Educator Certificete of ORDER OF SUSPENSION

Cheryl D, Fills-Brown,

Certificate 176076

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Carcling State Board of Education {State Board) considered
this matter on February L3, 2008, On February 8, 2007, the 5State
Departrnent of Education [Department} sent Cheryl D, Fitts-Brown 3 notice of
her right te a hearng regarding the possible suspension of her Saouth
Carnlina educator certificate, Upon receipt of the notice, Ms. Fitts-Brown
agreed to waive her tight to a hearng and to enter into a repayment plan.
The Department then sent Ms. Fitts-Brown a repayment agreement, Ms,
Fitts-Brawn signed the agreement on Juse 29, 2007, The signed repaymant
agreement and an initial payment of $100.00 were received by Lhe
Department on  July 2, 2007, Ms. Fitts-Brown made Lhree sdditienal
payments of $100.00 on August 2, 2007; September 28, 2007 and
Mearamber 2, 2007, Thereafler, Ms, Fitts-Brown failed to comply with the
terms of the repayment agreement. Ms. Fitte-Brown has not repzid the
remaining balance of $750.00 which is now past due. After considering the
infaormation presented, the State Boarc wvoted to suspend Ms. Fitts-Brown's
certificate until she repays tha full amount owed an her cutstandi-g loan with
lhe State of South Carcling obtained through the Center for Toacher
Education, Recruitment, Retention and Advancoermant [(CERRAY.

FINDINGS ©OF FACT

M=, Fitts-Brown holds a walid Souch Carcling educatar certificale and
has over twelve yvears of teaching cxpearience. Cn July 17, 2001, Ms, Fitls-

Brown signed a promissory note with the State of South Caraling Lo oblain a
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lean of $2300 to pay 'ﬁ}r the costs of applyinng for certification ‘rom the
Mational Board for Professional Teaching Standards (MBPTS). Oae of the
terms of thal promisscry noke was that the loan recipient would be obligsbed
o repay one hall of the loan amount, $1150, if after participation in the
process for one year, she did not continue or otherwise successfully completo
the process of obtaining MBPFTS certification. Under this term of the
agreement, Ms. Fitts-Brown is now obligated to repay the outstarding
amount owed. CERRA and the Department have sant several letlers b Ms.
Fitts-Grown informing her tha: the $1150 was due and of the consequences
for falllng to repay the amount due, After -eceiving natice of the possible
suspension of her educator certificate, Ms, Fitts-Brown agreed bo waive her
right to & hearing and to enter into a repayment agreement. M=, Fitks-Brown
executed the repayment agreement an June 25, 2007. The signed repayment
agreement and an initial paymont of $100.00 were roccived by the
Department on July 2, 2007, Ms. Fitts-Brown submitted subssguent
payments of $100.00 on August 2, Z007; September J8, 2007; and
Movember 2, 2007, Thereafter, Ms. Fitts-Brown failed 1o comply wilh Lhe
terms of the repayment agreement. Ms. Fitts-Brown has not repsid the
remaining balance of $750.00 that is now past due.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The 5tate Board may suspend the certificzte of any person for
unprofessicnal conduct, 5.C. Code Ann. B 59-25-150 and 150 (20045, The
State Board finds that thare s sufflclent Information fo support its decisicon Lo
suspend Mz, Fitts-Brown's ecducator certificate from the date of this Order
until she has satisfied her remaining financial ebligation to the State of South
Caraling, as established In the promissory note referenced above. Upan full
payment of tha balance due, if Ms, Fitts-Brown wishes to have her certificate
reinstated, she may maks a written requsast for reinstatement to the Office of

Eduvalor Certilication of the Department of Education.
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South Carolina State Board of Education

/ -
By: AL .d’/fff-f“_?ffff]._..“
Al Simpsun‘, Chair

Columbia, South Carclina
February 13, 2008



